25X1 


No  Objection  To  Declassification  2008/06/25  : NLN-H-92-2-3-6 


CENTRA&-JNTELLIGENCK  AGENCY  ■ 

• y24^0ctober  1973 

UOccLcciScI 


INTELLIGENCE  MEMORANDUM  ' 

MIDDLE  EAST 

. . Situation  Report  Number  74 
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THE  MILITARY  SITUATION  . ' 

...  GENERAL 

1 . Both  Israel  anci  Egypt  agreed  to  a second, 
cease-f  ire  to  takp  eri-ont-.  nt  OlQ.Q  EDT  "this  morning. 


Tne  second  cease-fire  proposal; had  been  adopLed  Tues- 
day evening  bv  the  UN  Security  Councils  Syria  al3o 
announced  late  last  night. that  it  accepted  the  UN 
cease-fire  resolution.  Egypt  and  Syria  conditioned 
their  acceptance :UPon  complete  Israeli  withdrawal  from 
ail  occupied  Arab  territories. 


2.  The  Israeli  Chief  of  Staff  instructed  all 
Israeli  forces  along  the  Suez  Canal  .to.  observe  the 
cease-fire  as  Of  the  Q1QQ  deadline  suggested  bv  Is- 
raeli Defense  Minister  Dayan. 
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3 . Following  the  cease-fire/  air 'activity  in 
Syria  and  along  the  Suez  Canal  Included  defensive 


! 


atrollinc?, reconnaissance  flights,  and  possibly  some 
sraeli  air  support  for  its  ground  units  on  the  west 
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Light  ground  skirmishing  had  continued  also 
t-hrt  east  bank  of  the  canal  and  near  Suez  Git 


e west  bank  wliare  an  Egyptian  naval  facility  a 
was  under  attack  by  an  Israeli  armors 


EGYPTIAN,  FRONT  ' 

■ ■ «**  * — I 

* , 

4.  Tel  Aviv  has  admitted  that  tho  Egyptians  con 


trol  two  areas  alone 

dentPT  of  up  to  six  m.ile’TT In  the  north  the  Egyptians 
hold  a sector  extending  from  a point  east  of  ismailia 
north  to  the  marsh  region  southeast. of  Port  Said*  The 
southern  sector  extends  from  a point  east  of  the  south 
ern  tip  of  the  Great  Bitter  Lake  south  to  Port  Tawfiq, 
opposite  Suez  city  on  the  Gulf  of  Suez.  Tho  Egyptian.; 
not-  ahio  to  expand  their  foothold  rn  the  Sin; 


since  Monda 


On  the  wes 


o£  a broad  area  from  a point  about  2 
mailia;  south  to  near  Jabal  al  Jufrah,  an 

oast  to  the  outskirts  of  Suez  Citv.  Israeli  advances  on 
t 


ere  they,  claim  .to  have  isolated  the 


southern  conccntratxon  of  Edvotra 
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t of  Mount  Hermon 
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There  is  no  evidence  tnat 
ithin  this  area  and  are  at 
There  had  been  no  significant  ad- 
ce  Mandav  * s sh.ort-l.iveu-  cease— 


8.  Last  night,  Israeli  Saar -class  missile  boats 
participated  in  the  shelling  m~  >.hr>  anrts  Banivas — 

and  Latakia,  Small  fedayeen.  units  were  active  near  the 
Gfo'ian  Heights.  No  major  ground  force  activity  was  noted 
on  either  side.  Air  activity  was  limited  to  defensive 
patrols  and  reconnaissance  flights. 

SOVIET  AIRLIFT 


9.  Soviet  transport  flight  activity  to  the  Middle 
East  on  23  October  dronued  tn  Its  lowest  level  since  the 
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aircraft  have  bhen 
the  Middle  East.  The  absende  oi:  flight  activity  thus 
far  today , while  unusual,  does  not  preclude  the  possibility 
that  sizable  numbers  of  aircraft . will  leave  later  in  the 
day  lor  Middle  East  destinations, 

SOVIET  SEALIFT 
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AT  THE  UNITED  NATIONS 

> 

12.  The  UN  Security  Council  resolution  approved 
last  night,  again  co-sponsored  by  the  US  and  the  Soviet 
Union , * ' . . . 

—reaffirms  Monday’s  call 'for  a cease-fire  and 
urges’ all  parties  to  return  to  the  positions  they  occupied 
at  the  time  the  truce  became  effective  ( 1 ; 0 0 PM  EDT  Octo- 
ber 22}  . i • 

t 1 

— requests  that  the  Secretary-Geiieral  dispatch  UN 
observers  to  supervise  the  cease-fire . along  the  Egyptian 
front.-,  y 

i _ ; * , 

12.  This  first  effort  of  the  Council  to  enforce  its 
much-violated  cease-fire  should  bring  UN  observers  quickly 
into  place.  It  avoids,  however;  the  difficult.  prxdjLom  of  - 
where  the  cease-fire  line  should  be  drawn  and  also  failed  __ 
to  address  the  -questions  of  how-to  Initiate  peace  negoticT- 
now  f.n  lmp'lfimmv  l-ho  .^p^icruou's-  Resolution  242, 
tohilc  there  is  continuing  resentment  of  US-Soviet  dominance. 
Council  members  seem  to  be  awaiting  initiatives  from  Wash- 
ington and  Moscow  on  these  issues  also . 


1 3 . Three  observer  teams  wore  being  sent  immediately 
to  the  west  bank  of  the  Suez  Canal;  Egypt  has  approved 


the 3. it  q ep Toymen t . Israeli  Defense  Minister  Moshe  Dayan  is 
scheduled  to  meetTEodav  with'  a UN  representative  to  discuss 
placement  of  observers  along  the  east  bankT  Some  UN  ob- 
server  teams  have  remained  on  the  Syrian  front  throughout 
the  war . The  Council  will  eventually  have  to  consider,  how- 
ever, the  need  for  additional  observers  in  both  areas. 


oppo 

which 


14,  Although  the  resolution  was  approved  without 
ition,  the  moetincr  was  marked  by  stormy  debate.  China, 
again  refused  to  na rt i c t pa +•-/»,  in  the  vote,  vehemently 
suPerP°wer s 1 use  of  the  Security  Council  as  a 
rUbber  Stamp . a heated  exchange  ooiween  Chinese  and  Sov i e t 
Ambassadors  on  this  point  forces  the  president  to  adjourn 
the  session  for  a quarter  of  an, hour,  while  xion-aligned 
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states  also  deployed  the  lack  of  time  for  consultations, 
there  were  no  efforts  to’ oppose- the  resolution  or  offer 
alternatives. 

15.  Israel  accused  Egypt/  of  continuing  attacks  in 

violation  of  the  cease-fire.  Ambassador  Tekoah  stated 
that  Israel .would. atop  fighting  as  soon  as  Egypt  stops  and 
reiterated  the  requirement  .that,  all  prisoners  of  war  bo 
returned.  " ' ..  .'  • 

16.  Egyptian  Foreign  Minister  Zayyat  emphasized 

the  Arab  demand  that  all  occupied  territories  be  returned, 
indicating  that  Cairo  now  considers  this  a responsibility 
of  the  superpowers . ...  ; 

. ’ i 

RESENTMENT  AGAINST  US  IN  JORDANIAN  OFFICER  CORPS 


25X1 


25X1 


25X1 


25X1 


25X1 


17  . 


nr  Li  orr 


resentmen25xi 

e supply 


is  growing  m tne'  dordanxan  Army  ore.  -- 

effort  to  Israel.'  The  resentment  reportedly  has  been  in- 
tensified by  Jordan's  inability,  to  get  e^ni onent  fr pm  the 
r-ns — fclLaJb — Lxsls — h(5^3 t:>rcivid».f1  the  Tsra oils  . 


A KGli  VIEW  OF  THE  SITUATION 
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CHINA 


20.  The  Chinese  press,  in  its  first  direct  comment 
on  the  US-Soviet  resolution  calling  for  a Middle  East  cease 
fire,  accused  Washington  and . Moscow  of  trying  to  "put 
out  the  blazing  fire  uf  this  just  war . M The  Chinese  charac 
terized  calls  for  an  in-place  ceaso-f.ire  as  an  effort  by 
the  US  and  the  USSR  to  maintain  the  stalemate  for  their  own 
selfish  ends.'  The  commentary  by  the  New  China  News  Agency 
followed  ..closely  the  arguments  put  forward  by  China’ a UN 
representatives , who  declined,  to  support  the  Security  Coun- 
cil resolution.  . ; • 
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